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0.1
________________________________________________

 Introduction

The first annual AthenaLab-IPSOS survey emerged 
as an unusual instrument of measurement, given 
that the surveys conducted at the time in Chile 
asked little or nothing about defence and even 
less about international affairs. In fact, in 2019 we 
received some criticism for asking about "national 
interests" or even linking "national security with 
foreign policy."

However, today we are witnessing various polls 
seeking to glean perceptions on these issues, of 
whose importance and significance we have al-
ways been certain. Without security, development 
and well-being are not possible. And in an inter-
dependent world, even seemingly distant threats 
or decisions have internal repercussions sooner 
rather than later.

If we wish to observe a general pattern behind 
the responses to our 2025 survey, it is precisely 
a concern for security at all levels. In addition to 
the persistent focus on drug trafficking and bor-
der vulnerability, there is the spontaneous men-
tion of El Salvador and Singapore as examples for 
Chile, which we suspect stems from the demand 
for greater order or tranquility, something these 
countries achieve in very different ways.

Certainly, in an election year, one of the main fo-
cuses should be on serious proposals for the re-
covery of public space and the improvement of 
border protection. Among the contingency-related 
questions we decided to include, several touched 
on this issue, but were far removed from the penal 
populism that currently prevails. 

Chileans were asked about the need for a perma-
nent national security council for the State, the 
creation of a new force to protect the country's 
borders, and the importance assigned to the many 
tasks currently performed by the Carabineros (Po-
lice) — probably too many.

These and other key topics are addressed in the 
sixth survey, eagerly awaited by ministries, armed 
forces, embassies, academics, businesses, and, of 
course, you..  

Sincerely,

Juan Pablo Toro 
Executive Director of AthenaLab

May 2025



__
8

0.2
________________________________________________

 Foreign relations: the demand for order and the Trump factor

Among experts, New Zealand and Australia remain 
unbeaten in the top spots, but Singapore has dou-
bled its mentions, reaching a worthy third place 
(jumping from 8% in 2024 to 16% in 2025). Once 
again, the demand for order seems to be having 
an effect. Of course, rather than relying on street 
repression, the Asian country has implemented 
an approach that combines technological surveil-
lance and harsh, effective penalties, all preceded 
by exemplary civic behavior.

While there is no doubt about Chile's alignment 
with the United States, we see the perception of 
its status as a partner declining among both the 
general population and experts. Although the 
survey was conducted before President Donald J. 
Trump announced his battery of new tariffs, what 
is certain is that, when reviewing previous polls, 
we can confirm that his figure tends to negatively 
impact the opinion of his country. 

On the other hand, in times of neo-protectionism, 
it is of positive note that the general population 
increasingly agrees with the statement that there 
is a direct benefit in free trade (options “agree” 
and “strongly agree” garnered 47% in 2021 to 72% 
in 2025). Ultimately, economic logic has prevailed 
over ideological positions that initially sought to 
block initiatives such as the Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship. Consistent with the above, when asked about 
foreign policy objectives, the general population 
assigns increasing importance to attracting tech-
nology companies and promoting Chilean invest-
ment abroad.

Last but not least, the importance attributed to 
strengthening Chile's presence in Antarctica as 
a foreign policy objective increased 11 points 
among experts from 2024 to 2025. Successive vis-

The 6th AthenaLab-IPSOS survey provides interest-
ing and novel insights into Chileans' perceptions 
of certain countries that they consider role models 
or examples, as well as of their status as partners.

In the context of Chile’s public security crisis, the 
general population is beginning to spontaneously 
mention El Salvador as a model (increasing from 
5% in 2024 to 9% in 2025), which can be attrib-
uted to President Nayib Bukele's highly publicised 
successes in combating crime. According to fig-
ures from the Salvadoran government, the Central 
American country had only 114 homicides in 2024, 
nearly 26% fewer than those recorded the previ-
ous year, continuing the downward trend. 

Since 2019, the Bukele administration has been 
implementing the so-called Territorial Control 
Plan, which aims to reclaim public space through 
a direct attack on gangs. This hinges on the sus-
pension of constitutional guarantees through the 
ongoing state of emergency that began in March 
2022, which – among other things – allows for the 
extension of provisional detention periods (from 
72 hours to 15 days) and authorises telecommuni-
cations surveillance without a court order. 

Highly popular among Salvadoran citizens, but 
heavily criticised by human rights organisations, 
especially for mass incarceration, this approach to 
security is worth better understanding. This is be-
cause it is applied in a country of just 21,000 km2 
(slightly smaller than Chile's Biobío Region), with 
6.6 million inhabitants, and where the military 
plays a role in combatting crime. In other words, 
it does not seem replicable given its specific con-
ditions and its effects on associated democratic 
backsliding.
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EXPERTS SEGMENT - CHILE

REGULATE MIGRATION

PROTECT BORDERS

COMBAT DRUG TRAFFICKING

DEFEND MARITIME INTERESTS

STRENGTHEN PRESENCE IN ANTARCTICA

 PROMOTE FREE TRADE WITH OTHER NATIONS

PROJECT ITSELF TOWARDS ASIA-PACIFIC

PROMOTE CHILEAN INVESTMENTS IN OTHER NATIONS

ATTRACT TECH COMPANIES

RESOLVE BORDER CONFLICTS

INTEGRATION WITH LATIN AMERICA

COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE

CONTRIBUTE TO PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS

PROMOTE DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN OTHER COUNTRIES

95%

95%

94%

93%

90%

84%

84%

82%

75%

57%

38%

30%

27%

10%

5%

5%

6%

6%

10%

16%

16%

18%

22%

40%

51%

55%

45%

63%

15%

28%

27%

1%

3%

3%

11%

Very important Somewhat important Not at all important Unsure

______________________
FIGURE 2
FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES: EXPERTS
In your opinion, how important for Chile is each of the following foreign policy objectives?

Sample: 96, total sample of the experts 
of Chile.
When the results do not add up to 100, 
it may be due to rounding, multiple 
answers, or the exclusion of unknown or 
unreported responses.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on 
Foreign Policy and National Security.

GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT - CHILE
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1%

Very important Somewhat important Not at all important Unsure

______________________
FIGURE 1
FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES: GENERAL POPULATION CHILE
In your opinion, how important for Chile is each of the following foreign policy objectives?

Sample: 1361, total sample of the 
general population of Chile.
When the results do not add up to 100, 
it may be due to rounding, multiple 
answers, or the exclusion of unknown or 
unreported responses.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on 
Foreign Policy and National Security
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84

GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT - CHILE
% VERY IMPORTANT 

2021 2022 2023 2024

Combat drug 
trafficking

Regulate 
migration

Protect borders Combat climate 
change

Defend maritime 
interests

Attract tech 
companies

Promote free 
trade with other 

nations

Resolve border 
conflicts 

Promote Chilean 
investments in 
other nations

Strengthen 
presence in 
Antarctica 

Integration with 
Latin America

Contribute to 
peacekeeping 

missions

Promote 
democracy and 
human rights in 
other countries

86 87 89 89

68
76

85 83 76
62

72
78 81 81 80

59 60 64
72

57 58 64 68
55 56 60 65

47 53 54 61

43 42 46 51 52 47 49 46
55 55 51 52

41
49 47 52

59 54 58 61

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

Project itself 
Asia-Pacific 

52 45 40
50

2025

87 84 83
70

62 61 59

56 57
49 44 49 50

42

2020

89 83 81
71 70 65 62

62 62
52 51 50 48 47

______________________
FIGURE 3
HISTORICAL COMPARISON OF FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES 2020-2025: GENERAL POPULATION - CHILE
In your opinion, how important for Chile is each of the following foreign policy objectives?

Sample:Total Chilean general population respondents measured every year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security

its by authorities to the Antarctic continent, the 
launch of the icebreaker "Viel," and the increased 
dissemination of related publications —to which 
AthenaLab has contributed significantly from the 
outset— seem to be having an impact among opin-
ion leaders and decision makers. The key, then, is 
to permanently increase this presence, given that 
this is our southernmost territory and we see a 
growing international presence there.
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peacekeeping 

missions
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90 90 86 86 87
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42 46
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47
39 33
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31 33 37
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Combat climate 
change

50 52
59

50

95 95 94
86

79 81

Promote free 
trade with other 

nations

81 78 81 85 81

69

50 54

28 29

2021 2022 2023 2024 20252020

95 95 94 93 90 84 84

Attract tech 
companies

72 73 77
67

79 82
75

57

38
27

10

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

30

______________________
FIGURE 4
HISTORICAL COMPARISON OF FOREIGN POLICY OBJECTIVES 2020-2025: EXPERTS
In your opinion, how important for Chile is each of the following foreign policy objectives?

Sample: Total of Chilean expert respondents measured every year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security.
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GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT - CHILE
% PARTNER 

China USA Japan

Colombia

Spain

South Korea

France

Mexico Argentina

United 
Kingdom

Brazil

66 68
61 61 64 66 63 65

51 49 50 48
42 38 42 46 48

38 40 41
31

36 41 43

2930
36 38

27 27 30 31 34
29

35 30 31 27 26 30
17 22 21 20

27
21 21 20

15 17 16
9 11 13

18

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

Australia New Zealand

Peru Russia Bolivia Venezuela

29 33 33
40

24 26
32

37

8

64 64

45 43
36 37 39 36 34

27
35

29 2426
17 18

11 9 10 15
7

2021 2022 2023 2024 20252020

63 59
49

42 42 38 38 37 36

34 32 28 24 23
16 15

8

______________________
FIGURE 6
HISTORICAL COMPARISON: POSITION ATTRIBUTED TO COUNTRIES WITH RESPECT TO CHILE 2020-2025:
GENERAL POPULATION - CHILE
For each of the countries shown, what is in your opinion the position that they currently hold or maintain with Chile?

Sample:Total Chilean 
general population 
respondents measured 
every year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Per-
ceptions on Foreign Policy 
and National Security

GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT - CHILE
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VENEZUELA

64%
59%
49%
42%

38%
38%

37%
36%
34%

42%

32%
28%
24%
23%
16%
15%
8%

22%
24%

29%
38%

40%
44%

42%
40%

44%

39%

41%

32%
52%
34%

50%
42%

38%

8%
11%

8%
10%

9%
6%

8%
9%

11%

12%

9%
32%

11%
35%

12%
31%

31%

6%
6%

14%
10%

13%
13%

13%
16%

12%

8%

18%
8%

13%

9%
22%

12%
23%

PARTNER NEUTRAL COMPETITOR UNSURE

______________________
FIGURE 5 
POSITION ATTRIBUTED TO COUNTRIES WITH RESPECT TO CHILE: GENERAL POPULATION 
For each of the following countries, what is in your opinion the position that they currently hold or maintain 
regarding Chile: partner, neutral, or competitor?

Sample: 1360, total sample of the general 
population of Chile.
When the results do not add up to 100, 
it may be due to rounding, multiple 
answers, or the exclusion of unknown or 
unreported responses.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on 
Foreign Policy and National Security
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USA
CHINA
SPAIN

UNITED KINGDOM
AUSTRALIA

JAPAN

NEW ZEALAND

FRANCE

BRAZIL

SOUTH KOREA

ARGENTINA
COLOMBIA

RUSSIA
BOLIVIA

MEXICO

PERU

VENEZUELA

84%
80%
80%
76%

72%
69%

65%
64%
63%

74%

42%
40%
38%
32%
7%

18%

24%

28%
25%

29%
32%

32%

18%

48%
13%

51%
10%

28%
77%

6%
5%

4%

47%
11%

56%
61%

13%
55%

11%

20%

1%
3%

10%
18%

1%
8%

4%
2%

1%

27%

3%1%
1%

8%

1%

1%

EXPERTS SEGMENT - CHILE
PARTNER NEUTRAL COMPETITOR UNSURE

______________________
FIGURE 7 
POSITION ATTRIBUTED TO COUNTRIES WITH RESPECT TO CHILE:  EXPERTS
For each of the following countries, what is in your opinion the position that they currently hold or 
maintain regarding Chile: partner, neutral, or competitor?

Sample: 96, total sample of the experts 
of Chile.
When the results do not add up to 100, 
it may be due to rounding, multiple 
answers, or the exclusion of unknown or 
unreported responses.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on 
Foreign Policy and National Security.

EXPERTS SEGMENT - CHILE
% PARTNER 

USA China Spain

Colombia

United 
Kingdom

Mexico

Brazil

Argentina

New ZealandJapan

81
89 92 90

78
71

76
70 73

67

87 85
72 63 77 79

67
59

74
67

78 79 77

46
38 39

46
37

50

30
37 33 33

2730
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6 3 8 6 5 4 4

South Korea

France Peru Bolivia Russia Venezuela

2

94
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79 75

67

55
45

38 33

5 4 4 0 1 0 1

72
63

77 79

59 61
68 68

75
62

70 67 69 65
77

72

44 42
52 55

75

61
67 71

55

Australia

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

2021 2022 2023 2024 20252020

84 80 80 72 74 72 69 65 64

63

42 40 38
32

7
0 0

______________________
FIGURE 8 
HISTORICAL COMPARISON: POSITION ATTRIBUTED TO COUNTRIES WITH RESPECT TO CHILE 2020-2025: 
EXPERTS
For each of the countries shown, what is in your opinion the position that they currently hold or maintain with Chile?

Sample: Total of Chilean 
expert respondents 
measured every year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Per-
ceptions on Foreign Policy 
and National Security.
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2025 2024

42%
48%

25%
19%

16%

USA

PERU

CHINA

BRAZIL

BOLIVIA

EUROPEAN UNION

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

12%

11%

5%

8%

10%

2%
2%

FIRST MENTION

54%
47%

39%

USA

PERU

CHINA

BRAZIL

BOLIVIA

EUROPEAN UNION 29%

28%

12%

19%

17%

5%
6%

TOTAL MENTIONS

62%
69%

______________________
FIGURE 9
COUNTRIES WITH WHICH GENERAL POPULATION CONSIDER CHILE MORE ALIGNED
Which country do you consider Chile most aligned with? Which other country or countries do you 
consider Chile significantly aligned with?

Sample: 1360, total sample of the general population of Chile.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security

2025 2024

49%
42%

40%
51%

7%

EUROPEAN UNION

PERU

USA

BRAZIL

CHINA

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

4%

3%

1%

4%

0%

FIRST MENTION

73%
86%

25%

EUROPEAN UNION

PERU

USA

BRAZIL

BOLIVIA

CHINA 20%

23%

3%

9%

2%

0%
1%

TOTAL MENTIONS

76%
83%

______________________
FIGURE 10
COUNTRIES WITH WHICH EXPERTS CONSIDER CHILE MORE ALIGNED
Which country do you consider Chile most aligned with? Which other country or countries do you 
consider Chile significantly aligned with?

Sample: 96, total sample of the experts of Chile.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security
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2025 2024

19%
16%

9%
5%*

6%

DIFFERENCE
2025-2024

+3

+1

+4

=

USA

SWITZERLAND

EL SALVADOR

CANADA

NORWAY

SWEDEN

CHINA

-4

+2

+1

SPAIN

ICELAND

GERMANY

NEW ZEALAND

FINLAND

+2

-2

=

-1

+2

AUSTRALIA

JAPAN

-4

-1

=

-1

=

DENMARK

UNITED KINGDOM

OTHERS

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

NONE

UNSURE / NO RESPONSE

6%

6%
10%

5%
3%

4%
3%

4%
3%

4%
2%

4%
6%

4%
4%

3%
4%

3%
1%

2%
6%

2%
3%

2%
2%

1%
2%

18%
18%

2%
1%

3%
4%

+1

-1

______________________
FIGURE 11
MODEL COUNTRIES FOR CHILE 2025-24:
GENERAL POPULATION
Which country or countries could serve as a model for your country?

Sample:Total Chilean general population 
respondents measured every year. When 
the results do not add up to 100, it may 
be due to rounding, multiple answers, or 
the exclusion of unknown or unreported 
responses.
(*) El Salvador year 2023: 5%.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign 
Policy and National Security
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Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%
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8%*
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10%

7%
4%

6%
4%

6%
3%

5%
7%

4%
4%

4%
4%

4%
4%

4%
3%
3%

5%
2%

3%

2%
1%

2%
1%

1%
2%

2%
1%

11%

1%

1%
4%

+1

-1

-3

-3

2%
3%

OTHERS

UNSURE / NO RESPOSE

NONE

4%

24%

4%
4%

3%
1%

-13

=

+2

______________________
FIGURE 12 
MODEL COUNTRIES FOR CHILE 2025-24:
EXPERTS
Which country or countries could serve as a model for your country?

Sample: total sample of the experts of 
Chile each year. When the results do not 
add up to 100, it may be due to rounding, 
multiple answers, or the exclusion of 
unknown or unreported responses. (*) 
Singapur year 2023: 2%
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on 
Foreign Policy and National Security
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Chile and New Zealand

First, I want to commend IPSOS-AthenaLAB for another insightful edition of the 
Foreign Policy and National Security survey. As New Zealand’s Ambassador to 
Chile, I am humbled by this recognition of our country being chosen once again by 
experts as a model for Chile. This distinction reflects the breadth and strength of 
the relationship between our two nations, built over eight decades of diplomatic 
relations. 

Chile is New Zealand’s closest partner in the region, united by our commitment to 
democracy and the multilateral rules-based system. Our bilateral relationship con-
tinues to thrive across multiple fronts: from innovative trade architecture as mem-
bers of the CPTPP, DEPA, ITAG, and many others, to our long-standing cooperation 
in agriculture and food innovation. Likewise, we are driven by our shared commit-
ment to sustainability and climate action, particularly in renewable energy and 
environmental stewardship in extreme regions like Antarctica. 

But beyond trade and policy, what truly amplifies our connection is our people 
– we are neighbours across the Pacific. Through the Working Holiday Scheme, 
education programmes, tourism and business links, Chilean and New Zealanders 
experience and embrace each other’s culture, foster a deeper understanding and 
forge stronger connections. Both Aotearoa New Zealand and Chile are also on their 
respective journeys towards advancing Indigenous People’s rights, cultures, and 
participation in the public sphere. 

These threads are woven together through our shared history as small countries 
collaborating and using our hard-earned voice on the international scene to pro-
mote peace, security and prosperity across our wider region. 

Happy 80th anniversary to Chile and New Zealand!

Daniela Rigoli
New Zealand 

Ambassador to Chile
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Chile demands greater security

A constant in several responses to the AthenaLab survey is the demand for greater 
security and a more effective anti-drug policy. It is striking that, for the general 
population, the country rated second as a model for Chile is El Salvador, behind the 
United States and just ahead of China. 

President Nayib Bukele's example has caught on in Chilean society, which is now 
calling for a tougher approach. Between 2024 and 2025, support for El Salvador 
almost doubled, from 5% to 9%. This is not reflected in the experts' responses, 
where El Salvador is not listed, China is last, and the United States is 11th.

Drug trafficking and organised crime feature prominently in other responses, such 
as those relating to foreign policy objectives, security threats, and the role of the 
Armed Forces and the Police. Security covers a broader scope, including border 
protection and migration, as well as terrorism and cyberattacks.

Another approach addresses Chile's international positioning not only in the re-
gion, but also in the world, and specifically in the confrontation between the US 
and China. Along with the question regarding model countries, there are questions 
about the position of countries vis-à-vis Chile (are they partners or competitors?) 
and the countries with which Chile is aligned. Unlike other issues where the gen-
eral population and the experts agree, profound divergences arise here, linked to 
the level of knowledge and the position of the respondent.

There are encouraging data from a Spanish and European perspective. Experts con-
sider the European Union the group of countries with which Chile is most aligned; 
while for the general population, it is third, after the US and China. Meanwhile, 
Spain is 8th among model countries for the general population (doubling its score 
from 2% to 4% compared to the previous year) and 9th for experts. In terms of 
partner countries, Spain is 4th and 3rd, respectively.

Finally, the presence of President Donald Trump has had a significant impact, as 
seen in the majority of mentions of the United States and in foreign policy objec-
tives. For example, support for free trade has increased in the face of the threat 
of higher US tariffs, although more intensely among the general population than 
among experts.

Ultimately, this is a very valuable tool for political authorities and any Chilean 
actor involved in security, defence, and even foreign policy, to make better deci-
sions. It also helps countries or regions that wish to engage with Chile do so better 
informed. 

Carlos Malamud
Senior researcher at 

Real Instituto Elcano, 
Professor of History 

of the Americas at 
the National Uni-

versity of Distance 
Education (UNED), 

and member of the 
National Academy of 
History of Argentina. 

Selected as one of the 
"50 most influential 

Ibero-American 
intellectuals" by 

Esglobal.
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GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT - CHILE
%
 

Proactive rol Stay away Unsure

78 76 76 74

14 11 14 18
9 13 10 8

84

EXPERTS SEGMENT - CHILE
%
 

Proactive rol Stay away Unsure

85 87 83

14 10 11 16

2 5 1 1

74

18
8

83

16

1

2021 2022 2023 2024 20252020

75

19

7

72

27

1

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

______________________
FIGURE 13 
HISTORICAL COMPARISON: CHILE'S ROLE IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS 2020-25
GENERAL POPULATION AND EXPERTS, CHILE
In your opinion, what do you consider best for Chile: to maintain a proactive role on global issues, 
or stay away from them?

Sample: Total sample of Chilean 
general population/expert respondents 
measured each year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on 
Foreign Policy and National Security

GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT - CHILE
% 

Strongly agree 
+ Agree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Strongly 
disagree + 
Disagree

Unsure

47
56

68

33 31 27
17

9 5
0 3 0

Strongly agree 
+ Agree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Strongly 
disagree + 
Disagree

Unsure

EXPERTS SEGMENT - CHILE
% 

97 97 98

1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0

65

26

9
0

96

3 1 0

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

72

23

4 0

95

2 3 0

______________________
FIGURE 14 
HISTORICAL COMPARISON: THE CHILEAN ECONOMY AND ITS GLOBAL INSERTION 2021-25 
Do you believe that the free trade agreements signed between Chile and other countries have directly benefited you?

Sample: Total sample of Chilean general 
population/expert respondents measured 
each year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign 
Policy and National Security
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GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT - CHILE
% 

Strongly agree 
+ Agree
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nor disagree
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disagree + 
Disagree

Unsure

84 88 91

12 8 8
2 1 1 2 2 0

* There were no significant differences

Strongly agree 
+ Agree

Neither agree 
nor disagree

Strongly 
disagree + 
Disagree

Unsure

EXPERTS SEGMENT - CHILE
% 

90
96 94

8
3 6

1 1 0 1 0 0

89

10
1 0

92

5 3 0

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

88

10
2 0

95

4 1 0

______________________
FIGURE 15 
REGULATION OF FOREIGN INVESTMENT 2021-24: GENERAL POPULATION AND EXPERTS - CHILE 
Do you think that foreign investment in strategic sectors or those with a high impact on Chile’s security should be regulated?

Sample: Total sample of Chilean general population/expert respondents measured each year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security
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Economic interest and national security go hand in hand

The nature of international politics and economics is rapidly changing. Scholars call this 
a “reordering moment” in global affairs, when all the tectonic plates begin to shift. The 
basic distribution of power among major countries is changing, at the same time as the 
rules and norms that guide economic affairs are evolving. The technology revolution 
and the emergence of general AI – like the invention of electricity in the early 1900s – 
may change the very fabric of society.  

It is safe to say that the next 30 years of the global economic affairs and geopolitics will 
look very different from the last 30 years, with a heavy dose of volatility and uncertainty. 
Globalization has peaked as the barriers to trade and investment are growing. The ma-
jor power centers – the United States, China, Europe, Russia – in the world appear to be 
lock in a long-term competition for supremacy. The dual forces of global economic frag-
mentation and geopolitical polarization are everywhere and will define the world that 
we live in today. Globalization is not dead and economic interdependence will continue, 
but they will manifest in a very different way.  

To be sure, this is not just about the United States, and it is certainly not just about 
President Trump. These tectonic shifts in global affairs began before Trump and will 
outlast him. But his views and his policies undoubtedly accelerated them.  

In this new and emerging world that we live in today, one of the newest and most 
important forces every nation needs to content with is the concept of economic secu-
rity. This concept is a recognition that the line between economic affairs and national 
security is becoming blurred in today’s world. In a global economy defined by deep 
economic interdependence and geopolitical competition, economic security is not a 
luxury or even a priority, it is a necessity. 

Economic security is a recognition that business decisions can no longer be made solely 
based on considerations of efficiency and profitability but also based on risks to national 
interests. Who a country chooses to sell to and buy from – especially when it comes to 
strategic minerals like lithium and cooper – carries with it a geopolitical consequence, 
both opportunity and vulnerability. Who a country lets invest in its economy – especially 
when it comes to national infrastructure – carries with it inherent risks and vulnerabili-
ties. In today’s world, economic interests and national security go hand in hand. 

Economic security need not be a barrier to growth and a burden for government policy 
makers. It is a new idea for many countries and one that requires discussion, debate 
and education. Each country needs to develop its own expression of economic security. 
However, done well, economic security should be embraced as an opportunity for a 
country, like Chile, to leverage its substantial natural resources and its positive invest-
ment climate to find the most reliable sources of external demand and most transparent 
sources of capital to drive the next round of growth, development and prosperity. At its 
core, economic security is about pursuing strategies of diversification and resilience to 
find an ideal balance between economic prosperity and national security in this new 
and highly uncertain era of global affairs today.

Evan S. Medeiros
He holds the Penner 
Family Chair in Asian 

Studies at Georgtown 
University's School 
of Foreign Service 

and is a Cling Family 
Distinguished Fellow in 

U.S.-China Studies. 
His research and 

teaching focus on East 
Asian international 
politics, U.S.-China 

relations, and China's 
foreign and national 

security policy. 
He has published 

several books and 
articles, and regularly 
advises global compa-

nies and writes articles 
for international 

media.



__
22

0.3
________________________________________________

Perception of threats to Chile's national security

The perception of drug trafficking and organised 
crime as the most significant threat to national se-
curity is becoming more widespread, both among 
the general population and experts. This threat 
shares prominence with porous borders, which 
makes sense considering that organised crime 
benefits from permeable, vulnerable boundaries.

Among the general population, 81% perceives 
drug trafficking and organised crime as a crucial 
threat, and 15% considers it important, reflecting 
that this issue is relevant for 96% of people nation-
wide. When we examine in detail how this percep-
tion is distributed among those who see it as a cru-
cial threat, women perceive it 9 points higher than 
men, with the highest percentage being among 
those 56 years of age and older, closely followed 
by those aged 46-55. Regarding socioeconomic 
level, this variable has a similar impact on all ABC1, 
C2, and C3 segments, confirming its transversality. 

Analysed geographically, the figures are similar in 
non-metropolitan regions and the capital, exceed-
ing 80% across the entire national territory. Among 
experts, drug trafficking and organised crime are 
considered a crucial threat by 94%, and 6% consid-
er it important, thus 100% perceive it as the most 
significant threat.

Experts and the general population fully agree on 
an increasing perception of porous borders as a 
threat. Regarding differences in their perceptions, 
while the general population ranks pandemics in 
third place (71% as crucial), experts rank cyber-
attacks in second place (83% as crucial). Clearly, 
through their responses, both the general popula-
tion and experts express a growing concern about 
the effects of a possible global economic crisis, 
as well as the possible loss of access to energy 
sources for Chile.
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______________________
FIGURE 16
PERCEPTION OF THREATS TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY OF CHILE: GENERAL POPULATION
For each of the topics mentioned, select whether you consider it a crucial or defining threat to national security, a significant 
but not crucial threat, or that it does not constitute a threat.

Sample: 1361, total 
sample of the general 
population of Chile.
When the results do not 
add up to 100, it may be 
due to rounding, multiple 
answers, or the exclusion 
of unknown or unreported 
responses.
©IPSOS | Survey on Per-
ceptions on Foreign Policy 
and National Security
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______________________
FIGURE 17
PERCEPTION OF THREATS TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY OF CHILE: EXPERTS
For each of the topics mentioned, select whether you consider it a crucial or defining threat to national security, a significant 
but not crucial threat, or that it does not constitute a threat.

Sample: 96, total sample 
of the experts of Chile.
When the results do not 
add up to 100, it may be 
due to rounding, multiple 
answers, or the exclusion 
of unknown or unreported 
responses.
©IPSOS | Survey on Per-
ceptions on Foreign Policy 
and National Security.
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% CRUCIAL OR DEFINING THREAT TO NATIONAL SECURITY 

Drugs 
trafficking and 

organised 
crime

Border porosity

Rival State 
aggression

Terrorist 
attacks

79
84 84 86

45

59
70 72

60
68 67 686763

72
64

4245 49
58

50 46
55

35
41 3838

47

USA - China 
conflict

54
60

66

Global 
economic crisis

Pandemics

Regional 
instability

Aging 
population

64

31 35 31 33

Separatist 
movements

85
75

65 61 60

Natural 
disasters

60 61 58 58
52

59
65 6566

Climate change

51

Loss of 
accesse to 

energy sources

5961 61 66
54 58

45
58 56

Cyber attacks

61

50
44

37
24

47 484843 42 38

Disregard of 
international 

treaties

42
49 50

35

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

2021 2022 2023 2024 20252020

81
72 71

64 64 60 58 55

53 48 45 43 43 41
33

______________________
FIGURE 18
THREATS TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY OF CHILE 2020-25: GENERAL POPULATION
For each of the topics mentioned, select whether you consider it a crucial or defining threat to national security, a 
significant but not crucial threat, or that it does not constitute a threat.

Sample: Total sample of 
the general population 
of Chile measured in 
each year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Per-
ceptions on Foreign Policy 
and National Security.

EXPERTS SEGMENT - CHILE
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FIGURE 19
THREATS TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY OF CHILE 2020-25: EXPERTS
For each of the topics mentioned, select whether you consider it a crucial or defining threat to national security, a 
significant but not crucial threat, or that it does not constitute a threat.

Sample: Total of Chilean ex-
pert respondents measured 
every year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Percep-
tions on Foreign Policy and 
National Security.
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Sample 1361 596 765 194 294 297 288 288 339 364 389 269 400 961

Drug trafficking and 
organised crime

81% 77% 86% 80% 76% 78% 84% 86% 88% 85% 81% 79% 83% 80%

Border porosity 72% 70% 75% 59% 72% 70% 75% 78% 77% 71% 72% 71% 71% 73%

Pandemics 71% 67% 75% 73% 73% 71% 65% 71% 60% 63% 69% 76% 75% 68%

Terrorist attacks 64% 62% 66% 66% 69% 58% 57% 66% 53% 64% 63% 67% 64% 63%

Global economic 
crisis

64% 59% 68% 68% 68% 62% 57% 63% 58% 63% 61% 66% 68% 61%

Loss of access to 
energy sources

60% 58% 61% 67% 63% 56% 61% 55% 61% 60% 65% 56% 61% 58%

Cyber attacks 58% 58% 57% 51% 62% 60% 58% 56% 56% 56% 62% 57% 59% 57%

Natural disasters 55% 50% 59% 66% 62% 41% 50% 57% 50% 55% 55% 56% 54% 56%

Climate change 53% 48% 57% 51% 60% 50% 45% 54% 48% 48% 51% 56% 58% 49%

Rival State aggression 48% 46% 51% 57% 48% 51% 41% 48% 50% 56% 47% 47% 45% 51%

Separatist movement 45% 46% 45% 51% 51% 50% 36% 42% 42% 44% 44% 47% 42% 48%

Disregard of 
international treaties

43% 44% 42% 49% 52% 38% 38% 41% 43% 43% 45% 42% 42% 44%

Regional instability 43% 40% 46% 41% 45% 45% 38% 44% 41% 47% 40% 44% 42% 43%

USA-China conflict 41% 42% 41% 47% 49% 45% 33% 36% 34% 40% 37% 46% 44% 39%

Aging population 31% 34% 32% 25% 44% 33% 24% 34% 29% 34% 32% 34% 33% 33%

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025, at a confidence level of 95%

______________________
TABLE 1
PERCEPTION OF THREATS TO THE NATIONAL SECURITY OF CHILE BY SEGMENTS: GENERAL POPULATION
For each of the topics mentioned, select whether you consider it a crucial or defining threat to national security, a significant but 
not crucial threat, or that it does not constitute a threat.

Sample: 1361, total sample of the general population of Chile.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security
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Chile faces a critical threat from non-traditional challenges

We owe a significant debt of gratitude to AthenaLab and the authors of this impor-
tant study examining Chile’s international relations, security, and defense. Since 
2020, this annual survey has provided invaluable insights into societal and expert 
perceptions of key threats, national interests, and the institutional and policy re-
sponses to the complex security challenges confronting Chile. Few comparable na-
tional studies exist that so thoroughly explore public and expert views on what has 
arguably become the principal challenge facing countries across the hemisphere: 
crime and insecurity.

A central finding of the AthenaLab survey is the near-universal consensus that Chile 
faces a critical or significant threat from a broad array of predominantly non-tra-
ditional challenges, with drug trafficking and crime identified as paramount. The 
data reveal that fear among Chileans has grown markedly. 

Beyond drug trafficking and crime, the prioritization of additional threats varies 
between the general public and expert respondents. Nevertheless, concerns re-
garding porous borders, cyberattacks, terrorist attacks, and the global econom-
ic crisis are prominent among both groups. Since 2020, public confidence in the 
armed forces’ ability to address a range of national challenges has consistently 
exceeded 50 percent, except in areas related to national unity, development, and 
international cooperation. Notably, experts express significantly less support for an 
expanded military role. For example, expert endorsement of military involvement 
in national disaster response declined from 68 percent in 2022 to 51 percent in 
2025. This trend may reflect expert apprehensions that expanded military respon-
sibilities could undermine or replace underperforming civilian institutions. 

Similarly, the Carabineros—the national police—continue to command strong pub-
lic confidence, with 64 percent expressing trust. While experts express somewhat 
more cautious support, both groups continue to endorse the Carabineros’ tradi-
tional roles in crime prevention, public order maintenance, and search and rescue 
operations. It is evident that the widespread fear of street violence and pervasive 
insecurity has translated into greater reliance on, and support for, the Carabineros.

Finally, and perhaps reflecting public dissatisfaction with the state’s response to 
insecurity, both societal and expert respondents overwhelmingly expressed strong 
support for the establishment of a more robust and permanent National Security 
Council, complemented by an intelligence component. This finding underscores a 
broad recognition among those surveyed of the need for a more coordinated and 
enduring structure to address Chile’s multiple and complex security challenges.

Once again, AthenaLab and the authors of this survey merit recognition for bring-
ing to light public perceptions that are critical inputs for policymakers as they de-
sign and implement effective security strategies.

Frank O. Mora, Ph.D.
Senior Research 
Scientist, Jack D. 

Gordon Institute for 
Public Policy, FIU

Former Deputy 
Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for the 

Western Hemisphere 
(2009-2013)
Former U.S. 

Ambassador to 
the Organization 

of American States 
(2023-2025).
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________________________________________________

 Perception regarding national interests

This year's survey reveals a paradox: while experts 
and the general population fully agree that the 
most important interests are maintaining the in-
tegrity of the national territory (land, sea, and air), 
along with maintaining a level of security that ena-
bles development, the difference lies in the degree 
of perception. While 67% of the general population 
declares that maintaining territorial integrity is vi-
tal, the rate of experts is 91%. Similarly, 64% of the 
general population and 88% of experts recognise 
the importance of maintaining a level of security 
that enables development. Finally, strengthening 

social cohesion and unity among the population 
reaches 45% among the general population, and 
rises to 63% among experts. 

All things considered, it seems relevant to highlight 
that the symbiotic relationship between security 
and development is clearly achieving greater rel-
evance, which represents a shift from those who 
placed greater emphasis on development over se-
curity. They are two sides of the same coin; they 
are interdependent, and both shape the desired 
common good, the ultimate mission of every State.
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______________________
FIGURE 20
NATIONAL INTERESTS: GENERAL POPULATION - CHILE
For each national interest listed, select whether you consider it vital or essential, important, or not of national interest.

GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT
Vital or essential Important Not of national interest Unsure

MAINTAINING THE INTEGRITY OF NATIONAL TERRITORY

MAINTAINING POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE

MAINTAINING A LEVEL OF SECURITY THAT ALLOWS FOR DEVELOPMENT

CONTROL OVER CHILEAN SEAS

STRENGTHENING SOCIAL COHESION AND UNITY AMONG THE POPULATION

CONSOLIDATE AND EXPANDING CHILE’S INTEGRATION WITH THE WORLD

STABILITY IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN

67%

64%

53%

47%

47%

45%

41%

28%

31%

41%

42%

47%

47%

47%

2%

2%

3%

6%

3%

5%

7%

3%

3%

2%

5%

4%

3%

5%

______________________
FIGURE 21
NATIONAL INTERESTS: EXPERTS - CHILE
For each national interest listed, select whether you consider it vital or essential, important, or not of national interest.

EXPERTS SEGMENT

MAINTAINING THE INTEGRITY OF NATIONAL TERRITORY

MAINTAINING POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE

MAINTAINING A LEVEL OF SECURITY THAT ALLOWS FOR DEVELOPMENT

CONTROL OVER CHILEAN SEAS

STRENGTHENING SOCIAL COHESION AND UNITY AMONG THE POPULATION

CONSOLIDATE AND EXPANDING CHILE’S INTEGRATION WITH THE WORLD

STABILITY IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN

91%

88%

77%

76%

63%

49%

45%

9%

13%

22%

24%

36%

50%

54%

1%

1%

1%

1%

Vital or essential Important Not of national interest Unsure

Sample: 1361, total sample of the general population of Chile.
When the results do not add up to 100, it may be due to rounding, multiple answers, or the exclusion of unknown or unreported responses.

©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security

Sample: 96, total sample of the experts of Chile.
When the results do not add up to 100, it may be due to rounding, multiple answers, or the exclusion of unknown or unreported responses.

©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security.
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GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT - CHILE
% VITAL OR ESSENTIAL 

Maintaining a 
level of security 
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development

Maintaining the 
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Control over 
Chilean seas

Stability in the 
Pacific Ocean

Maintaining 
political 

independence

Strengthening 
social cohesion 

and unity among 
the population

62 58 60
6763 6563 65

47
5557 5859 60

41
51 49 49

66

47
54

4746 44
53

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

Consolidate and 
expanding Chile’s 

integration with 
the world

6058
50

403934

2021 2022 2023 2024 20252020

67 64
53

47 45 47 47
39

47 45 41

______________________
FIGURE 22
HISTORICAL COMPARISON OF PERCEPTION OF NATIONAL INTERESTS: 2020-25: 
GENERAL POPULATION - CHILE
For each national interest listed, select whether you consider it vital or essential, important, or not of national interest.

Sample: Total sample of the general population of Chile measured in each year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security.

EXPERTS SEGMENT - CHILE
% VITAL OR ESSENTIAL 

Maintaining a 
level of security 
that allows for 
development

Maintaining the 
integrity of 

national territory

Control over 
Chilean seas

Stability in the 
Pacific Ocean

Maintaining 
political 

independence

Strengthening 
social cohesion 
and unity among 
the population

92 89 94 95
88 8682

87

41

68
78

6863

79
72

87
76 73 70

48

65 63

42
35 37

Consolidate and 
expanding Chile’s 

integration with 
the world

47
57

49

94

7674
61

4238

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

2021 2022 2023 2024 20252020

91

67

88
77 76

63
49 45

______________________
FIGURE 23
HISTORICAL COMPARISON OF PERCEPTION OF NATIONAL INTERESTS: 2020-25: 
EXPERTS - CHILE
For each national interest listed, select whether you consider it vital or essential, important, or not of national interest.

Sample: Total of Chilean expert respondents measured every year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security.
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________________________________________________

 Assignment of tasks to the Chilean Armed Forces 

Regarding the Armed Forces' primary constitution-
al mission, both experts and the general popula-
tion attach great importance to the relationship 
between surveying and protecting our borders 
(land, sea, or air) and the defense of sovereignty. 
However, significant gaps are perceived regarding 
the employment of the Armed Forces in the fight 
against drug trafficking: among general popula-
tion, 68% perceives this task as fundamental and 
24% as complementary, whereas among experts, 
these figures are 36% and 43%, respectively.  

Similarly, among the general population, there is a 
significant increase in support towards the partic-
ipation of the military in aiding natural disasters, 
their presence in remote locations, and the con-
tribution these institutions make to national uni-
ty and cohesion. Meanwhile, among experts, the 
participation of the Armed Forces in combating 
drug trafficking has increased by 14 points com-
pared to 2024, reaching 36% in the perception of it 
as a fundamental task, although still far below the 
general population's perception.
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GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT - CHILE

BORDER SURVEILLANCE AND PROTECTION
ASSISTANCE IN CASE OF NATURAL DISASTERS

DEFENCE OF SOVEREIGNTY
COMBAT AGAINST DRUG TRAFFICKING

PROTECTION OF NATURAL INTERESTS, WHEREVER THEY ARE

PRESENCE IN REMOTE PLACES
SUPPORT OF POLICE IN CASE OF A SERIOUS DISTURBACE TO PUBLIC ORDER

PROTECTION OF CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE

CONTRIBUTION TO NATIONAL UNITY
ENSURING THE TRANSPORT OF ENERGY SUPPLY

CONTRIBUTION TO DEVELOPMENT

3%

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

77%
73%
70%
68%

64%
63%
56%
52%
48%

66%

43%
37%

17%
24%

24%

24%

30%
29%

36%
35%

38%

26%

43%
50%

2%
3%

7%

3%

3%

4%

12%
9%

2%

2%

2%
6%

10%
3%

5%

FUNDAMENTAL

COMPLEMENTARY

BEYOND THEIR SCOPE

UNSURE

4% 2%

3%

2%
6%

2%
10%

4%

______________________
FIGURE 24
ATTRIBUTION OF TASKS TO THE CHILEAN ARMED FORCES: GENERAL POPULATION - CHILE
For each of the tasks listed, select whether you consider it a fundamental task for the Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Air Force), 
complementary, or beyond their scope.

Sample: 1361, total sample of the general population of Chile.
When the results do not add up to 100, it may be due to rounding, multiple answers, or the exclusion of unknown or unreported responses.
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GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT - CHILE
% FUNDAMENTAL 

Border surveillance 
and protection

Defence of 
sovereignty

Assistance in case 
of natural disasters

Combat against drug 
trafficking

Protection of national 
interests, wherever 

they are

78 76 77 78 74

47 51

76 74 72

53
47

66 69 68 72

44 4843

75 74 72 70

48

63 63 67 67

49 45
52 52 49 46

53 50
36 4035

Protection of critical 
infrastructure

Contribution to 
national unity

Ensuring the 
transport of energy 

supply

Contribution to 
development

International 
cooperation

40

77
67 69 74

66

56 56
43 41 37

44
52

59 65

Presence in remote 
places

65

Support of police in 
case of a serious 

disturbance to public 
order

59 56 59 61 58

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

2021 2022 2023 2024 20252020

77 73 70 68 66 64

63
54 52 48 43 37

______________________
FIGURE 25
HISTORICAL COMPARISON OF ATTRIBUTION OF TASKS TO THE CHILEAN ARMED FORCES
For each of the tasks listed, select whether you consider it a fundamental task for the Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Air Force), 
complementary, or beyond their scope.

Sample: Total sample of the 
general population of Chile 
measured in each year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Percep-
tions on Foreign Policy and 
National Security.
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EXPERTS SEGMENT - CHILE

CONTRIBUTION TO NATIONAL UNITY

PRESENCE IN REMOTE PLACES

DEFENCE OF SOVEREIGNTY

COMBAT AGAINST DRUG TRAFFICKING

BORDER SURVEILLANCE AND PROTECTION
PROTECTION OF NATURAL INTERESTS, WHEREVER THEY ARE

SUPPORT OF POLICE IN CASE OF A SERIOUS DISTURBACE TO PUBLIC ORDER

PROTECTION OF CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
ASSISTANCE IN CASE OF NATURAL DISASTERS

ENSURING THE TRANSPORT OF ENERGY SUPPLY

CONTRIBUTION TO DEVELOPMENT

6%

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

98%
79%
75%

71%

51%
47%
42%
36%
33%

55%

29%
24%

20%
20%

27%

49%
46%

43%
43%

58%

39%

61%
70% 6%

2%

8%

FUNDAMENTAL

COMPLEMENTARY

BEYOND THEIR SCOPE

UNSURE

4%

7%
16%

21%
7%

2%
1%
1%

1%
1%

______________________
FIGURE 26
ATTRIBUTION OF TASKS TO THE CHILEAN ARMED FORCES: EXPERTS - CHILE
For each of the tasks listed, select whether you consider it a fundamental task for the Armed Forces (Army, 
Navy, Air Force), complementary, or beyond their scope.

Sample: 96, total sample of the experts of Chile.
When the results do not add up to 100, it may be due to rounding, multiple answers, or the exclusion of unknown or unreported responses.

©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security.

EXPERTS SEGMENT - CHILE
% FUNDAMENTAL 

Border surveillance 
and protection

Defence of 
sovereignty

Assistance in case 
of natural disasters

Combat against drug 
trafficking

Protection of national 
interests, wherever 

they are
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33

25

56 57
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national unity

Ensuring the 
transport of energy 
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69 67 65
49 55

4545

26 262522

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025,
at a confidence level of 95%

2021 2022 2023 2024 20252020

98

79 75 71

55 51

47 42 36 33 29 24

______________________
FIGURE 27
HISTORICAL COMPARISON OF ATTRIBUTION OF TASKS TO THE CHILEAN ARMED FORCES: EXPERTS
For each of the tasks listed, select whether you consider it a fundamental task for the Armed Forces (Army, Navy, Air Force), com-
plementary, or beyond their scope.

Sample: Total of Chilean 
expert respondents measured 
every year.
©IPSOS | Survey on Percep-
tions on Foreign Policy and 
National Security.
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0.6
________________________________________________

 Regarding the opinion on the creation of a new organisation 
specialised in the control of land borders 

In this new question, a significant 74% of the 
general population agreed, while among ex-
perts the figure reached 56%. Breaking it down 
by geographic distribution, the figure is higher 
in Santiago (82%) than in other regions (68%). 
The perception among the general population is 
very similar between men and women, as well as 
across age groups and socioeconomic levels. All 

things considered, the responses reflect a favora-
ble perception towards the need for greater and 
better land border control, with specialised police 
powers, complemented by military border control 
by the Army, in accordance with its constitutional 
mission. This entails the challenge of very close co-
ordination among all national agencies present on 
the border.

EXPERTS CHILE
(S:96)

GENERAL POPULATION 
CHILE
(S:1361)

9% CHILE
17%

74%

56%

42%

2%

YES NO UNSURE

56%
74%

42%
17%

2%

DIFFERENCE
(EXP-GRAL. P.)

25

-7

YES

NO

UNSURE 9%

-18

EXPERTS GENERAL POPULATION

______________________
FIGURE 28
CREATION OF A NEW SPECIALISED ORGANISATION:
Do you agree with the creation of a new specialised organisation (equivalent to the Armed Forces 
or Law Enforcement) for permanent border control?

Sample: Total sample of the general population 
of Chile (1261) and total sample of the experts 
of Chile (96).
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign 
Policy and National Security.
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 Regarding the perception of a permanent National Security 
Council of the State of Chile

The response to this question is overwhelming: 
77% of the general population and 85% the ex-
perts are in favor of implementing a permanent 
National Security Council.

______________________
FIGURE 29
PERMANENT STATE SECURITY COUNCIL
In Chile, the National Security Council (Consejo de Seguridad Nacional, COSENA) is an institution headed by the President of the 
Republic and includes key leaders from the government, the Armed Forces, and the Police. Its purpose is to advise on national 
security issues. Currently, it only meets at the request of the President. Based on the above, do you support the creation of a per-
manent State Security Council backed by a robust intelligence system, with defined powers and responsibilities?

12%

CHILE11%

77%

85%

11%
3%

85%
77%

11%
11%

3%

DIFFERENCE
(EXP- GRAL. P.)

=

-9

YES

NO

UNSURE 12%

9

EXPERTS CHILE
(S:96)

GENERAL POPULATION
CHILE
(S:1361)

YES NO UNSURE EXPERTS GENERAL POPULATION

Sample: Total sample of the general population 
of Chile (1261) and total sample of the experts 
of Chile (96).
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign 
Policy and National Security.

This reflects recognition of the need for greater 
integration and coordination among the institu-
tions and agencies responsible for national securi-
ty, constantly monitoring and minimising risks and 
threats, and, of course, identifying opportunities 
for the country. 
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0.8
________________________________________________

 Regarding the main tasks of Carabineros de Chile as a force of 
order and security

The survey confirms the correct perception re-
garding the primary role of the Carabineros, as 
preventive police charged with the vital mission 
of maintaining public order. Among the general 
population, preventive work and public order are 
perceived as priorities (79% and 78%, respective-
ly). Experts identify those responsiblities in the 
same order of importance, with 89% and 88%, 
respectively.

The tasks with a relevance score of less than 50% 
among the general population, in decreasing order, 
are: guarding the La Moneda Palace; safeguarding 
large private events; participating in military pa-
rades; maintaining a riding school; and performing 

musical acts. Meanwhile, in the expert segment, 
the tasks with a perception of less than 50%, in 
decreasing order, are: guarding the La Moneda 
Palace; mountain rescues; participating in military 
parades; safeguarding large private events; main-
taining a riding school; and performing musical 
acts. 

In short, it seems that the general conclusion in 
this regard, and given the current public security 
crisis, is to concentrate efforts on the core consti-
tutional missions of a police force, which are key in 
the fight against organised crime and essential to 
maintaining the rule of law. 
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GENERAL POPULATION SEGMENT CHILE
Very important Somewhat important Not at all important Unsure

CRIME PREVENTION

TRAFFIC CONTROL

MAINTAINING PUBLIC ORDER ON THE STREETS

CONDUCTING CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS

MOUNTAIN RESCUES

GUARDING LA MONEDA PALACE

PROTECTING LARGE PRIVATE EVENTS

PERFORMING MUSICAL ACTS

MAINTAINING A RIDING SCHOOL

PARTICIPATING IN MILITARY PARADES

79%

78%

70%

60%

58%

45%

39%

32%

27%

22%

14%

16%

22%

33%

31%

42%

43%

35%

38%

33%

5%

4%

6%

5%

9%

11%

16%

30%

32%

42%

1%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

3%

3%

3%

2%

______________________
FIGURE 30
TASKS OF THE CARABINEROS: GENERAL POPULATION
In the context of the current security crisis, how important do you consider limiting the functions of the Carabineros, assuming that 
there are other institutions that perform the same tasks or have the same capabilities? 

Sample: 1361, total sample of the general population of Chile.
When the results do not add up to 100, it may be due to rounding, multiple answers, or the exclusion of unknown or unreported responses.

©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security

EXPERTS SEGMENT CHILE

CRIME PREVENTION

TRAFFIC CONTROL

MAINTAINING PUBLIC ORDER ON THE STREETS

CONDUCTING CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS

MOUNTAIN RESCUES

GUARDING LA MONEDA PALACE

PROTECTING LARGE PRIVATE EVENTS

PERFORMING MUSICAL ACTS

MAINTAINING A RIDING SCHOOL

PARTICIPATING IN MILITARY PARADES

89%

88%

50%

49%

36%

25%

20%

13%

8%

7%

6%

4%

34%

38%

41%

50%

39%

54%

35%

36%

5%

8%

15%

14%

23%

25%

42%

32%

55%

54%

1%

1%

1%

2%

Very important Somewhat important Not at all important Unsure

______________________
FIGURE 31
TASKS OF THE CARABINEROS: EXPERTS
In the context of the current security crisis, how important do you consider limiting the functions of the Carabineros, assuming that 
there are other institutions that perform the same tasks or have the same capabilities? 

Sample: 96, total sample of the experts of Chile.
When the results do not add up to 100, it may be due to rounding, multiple answers, or the exclusion of unknown or unreported responses.

©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security
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% VERY IMPORTANT TOTAL

SEX AGE SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS AREA
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C2 C3 D/
E
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Sample 1361 596 765 194 294 297 288 288 339 364 389 269 400 961

Crime prevention 79% 79% 80% 71% 70% 78% 79% 90% 76% 76% 80% 81% 83% 77%

Maintaining public 
order on the streets

78% 77% 69% 69% 69% 72% 84% 88% 80% 75% 78% 78% 79% 77%

Conducting criminal 
investigations

70% 70% 71% 68% 67% 71% 64% 76% 64% 66% 69% 74% 76% 66%

Traffic control 60% 57% 62% 46% 58% 61% 61% 65% 54% 56% 61% 61% 69% 53%

Mountain rescues 58% 59% 58% 50% 54% 51% 60% 68% 49% 54% 53% 65% 65% 54%

Guarding La Moneda 
Palace

45% 46% 44% 42% 47% 37% 42% 52% 34% 41% 42% 51% 56% 37%

Protecting large private 
events

39% 34% 43% 32% 40% 41% 33% 41% 32% 32% 34% 44% 40% 37%

Participating in military 
parades

32% 34% 31% 29% 32% 33% 25% 37% 23% 28% 23% 41% 38% 28%

Maintaining a riding 
school 

27% 30% 25% 31% 27% 35% 22% 23% 21% 19% 23% 33% 32% 24%

Performing musical acts 22% 24% 20% 18% 23% 27% 14% 24% 16% 15% 18% 27% 29% 17%

Significant value variation (up or down) from 2020 to 2025, at a confidence level of 95%

______________________
TABLE 2
TASKS OF THE CARABINEROS BY SEGMENTS: GENERAL POPULATION CHILE
In the context of the current security crisis, how important do you consider limiting the functions 
of the Carabineros, assuming that there are other institutions that perform the same tasks or have 
the same capabilities?

.

Sample: 1361, total sample of the general population of Chile.
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security
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0.8
________________________________________________

 Regarding effective compliance with a compulsory military service

This question's intention was to inquire about the 
universal and equal nature of civic duty in our so-
ciety. Among the general population, 53% strongly 
agree or agree, while 21% are neutral. Meanwhile, 
among experts, the percentage of those who 
strongly agree and agree rises to 70%, while the 
percentage of those who express neutrality falls to 
13%. This indicates that both the general popula-
tion and the expert segment favor universal and 
equal military service as part of Chilean society's 
civic duty.

Finally, it is clear that the country's current serious 
security crisis requires both new strategies and 
the creation of currently nonexistent institutions 
to increase the possibilities of containing and neu-
tralising organised crime and drug trafficking, and 

at the same time improving public security, which 
is currently subject to countless challenges. This is 
supported by the ratification of the idea of design-
ing new organisations to improve the integration 
and coordination of efforts, such as a permanent 
National Security Council, as well as the positive 
perception of implementing a specialised force 
for land border control. Likewise, the perception 
is positive both for establishing a clear center of 
gravity in the police missions of Carabineros de 
Chile and for moving toward truly compulsory mil-
itary service, preserving its universal and egalitari-
an nature. Only by improving the architecture and 
procedures can the State be more effective and ef-
ficient in neutralising the main threats to national 
security. Business as usual is not an option.

16%

CHILE

STRONGLY AGREE
AGREE
NEITHER AGREE NOR DISAGREE
DISAGREE
STRONGLY DISAGREE

19% 33%

49%

16%
2%

70%
53%

13%
21%

18%

DIFFERENCE
(EXP- GRAL. PL.)

-9

-8

STRONGLY AGREE +
AGREE

NEITHER AGREE
NOR DISAGREE

STRONGLY DISAGREE +
DISAGREE 26%

17

EXPERTS
GENERAL POPULATION

EXPERTS SEGMENT 
CHILE
(S:96)

GENERAL POPULATION 
SEGMENT - CHILE
(S:1361)

20%
21%

13%

21%

______________________
FIGURE 32
COMPULSORY MILITARY SERVICE. GENERAL POPULATION AND EXPERTS - CHILE
Do you agree with the implementation of a compulsory military service that is, in practice, universal and equal for all?

Sample: Total sample of the general population of Chile (1261) and total sample 
of the experts of Chile (96).
©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security.
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Chileans want a more integrated national security system 

Regarding security aspects, the survey presented in this document asked about threat 
assessments in fifteen different areas, with the noteworthy virtue of using two types 
of population samples: citizens in general and a group of experts.

The general population is especially concerned about drug trafficking and organised 
crime, followed by porous borders and pandemics. Experts, who are generally more 
concerned about threats than the general population, agree that drug trafficking and 
organised crime are in first place, followed by cyberattacks. This is especially illustra-
tive, since the best way to be resilient to cyberattacks is for the general population, 
and businesses and organisations in particular, to recognise the high risk of digital 
vulnerability.  

The survey asks about national interests and their level of priority. Many countries only 
loosely identify these interests, but what makes this instrument unique is that it asks 
citizens to classify them as vital, important, or not of national interest, in a very novel 
and commendable attempt to democratise their classification.

Regarding the tasks that should be performed by the Armed Forces, the opinion of 
the general population has remained very stable over the last five years and demon-
strates a high degree of confidence in the effectiveness of the military in carrying out 
the missions entrusted to them. The expert responses vary depending on the mission, 
and when asked about the Armed Forces' assistance in natural disasters, it is striking 
that, in recent years, the general population seeks a greater role, while experts seem 
to favour a lesser role.

Both experts and the general population favour the creation of a new organisation 
specialising in border control, as well as a permanent State Security Council supported 
by an intelligence system. 

Regarding the tasks assigned to Carabineros, the general population agrees with the 
experts; although the percentages for each task are always higher among experts, ex-
cept in activities not specifically related to this force, such as the horse-riding school 
and musical performances.

Regarding the implementation of compulsory and equal military service, the general 
population is divided, but it has sufficient support to suggest that Chilean society could 
effectively implement it. For their part, the experts overwhelmingly support its imple-
mentation. This is a very relevant fact, which demonstrates Chileans’ patriotism and 
their willingness to sacrifice themselves to defend Chile's national interests.

The other important conclusion drawn from this survey is that both the general popu-
lation and the experts believe the system for protecting the country's interests needs 
to evolve toward the creation of a more integrated and coordinated national securi-
ty framework. Such a framework would assist the Chilean government in its decision 
making based on an information system capable of integrating all available data from 
its various agencies. 

Miguel A. Ballesteros
Brigadier General 

of Artillery. Former 
Director General of 
the Department of 

National Security 
in the Office of the 

President of the 
Government of Spain.
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 Methodological Annex

56% 44%
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Female

18 to 25
26 to 35
36 to 45
46 to 55
56 or older

21%

14%

22%

22%
21%

Other Regions
Capital Region

71%

29%

25%

27%

20%

29%

C1
C2
C3
D/E

BY AGEBY SEX BY AREA OF RESIDENCE BY SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS

CHILE

1361 CASES

______________________
FIGURE 33
PROFILE OF THE UNWEIGHTED GENERAL POPULATION SAMPLE

©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security.

51% 49%
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18 to 25
26 to 35
36 to 45
46 to 55
56 or older

31%

13%

21%

19%
16%

Other Regions
Capital Region

58%

42%

14%

11%

50%

25%

C1
C2
C3
D/E

BY AGEBY SEX BY AREA OF RESIDENCE BY SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS

CHILE

1361 CASES

______________________
FIGURE 34
PROFILE OF THE WEIGHTED GENERAL POPULATION SAMPLE

©IPSOS | Survey on Perceptions on Foreign Policy and National Security.
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METHODOLOGY 
SHEET

METHODOLOGY TECHNIQUE UNIVERSE SAMPLE

■■		Quantitative 
Methodology.

■■		Non-probabilistic 
quota sampling 
design.

■		Web survey applied 
to the Ipsos national 
web panel (General 
Population) and 
client database 
(Expert Segment).

■	Data collection 
date:

	 General population: 
January 28, 2025 to 
February 14, 2025.

	 Experts: January 29, 
2025 to March 13, 
2025.

■	General 
Population: men 
and women aged 
18 and over, from 
all regions of Chile.

■	Expertos: list of 
experts or opinion 
leaders in Chile, 
in or related to 
the subject of the 
survey.

■■	General 
Population: 1361.

■■	Experts: 96 experts 
or opinion leaders.

*	 For a study with probabilistic simulation, the reference error would be +/- 2.66% (For total results with maximum variance and 
95% confidence).

**	 When results do not add up to 100%, it may be due to rounding or multiple answers.
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