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Amerika Birlesik Devletleri ile Cin arasindaki ticari, teknolojik,
diplomatik ve askerf alanlarda kendini gostererek tirmanan
rekabet, bolgeyi yeni bir kavsaga getirmistir.

The escalating rivalry between the United States and China,
manifesting across commercial, technological, diplomatic, and
military fields, has placed the region at a new crossroads.

Su an yasadigimiz donemi nasil
tanimlayip anlayacagimiz konusunda
bir uzlasi yok. Kimileri tehlikeli 1930’larla
paralellik kuruyor; kimileri blytk
gugler arasindaki stratejik rekabete
odaklaniyor; kimileri ise uluslararasi
sistemin “yeni normalini” agiklamak

icin “BANI diinyas!” (Brittle, Anxious,
Non-linear, Incomprehensible / Kirilgan,
Kaygili, Dogrusal Olmayan, Anlasilmaz)
gibi dikkat cekici kisaltmalara
basvuruyor. Tum bu agiklama girisimleri,

bizi bir gegis aninda oldugumuzu
kabullenmeye gotirmeli: Il. Dinya
Savas! sonrasinda insa edilen kiresel
dlzenden, isaretleri simdiden gortlen
ama hedefi belirsiz bir istikamete dogru
ilerliyoruz. Tim emareler, uluslararasi
kurallara bagliigin azaldigina ve tek
tarafli tedbirlerle ulusal gikarlara oncelik
verildigine isaret ediyor; bu tedbirler
zor kullanma eylemlerinden ekonomik
bariyerlerin kurulmasina kadar uzaniyor.

Bu hizla evrilen tabloda, farkli bolgelerin
rolil ve bununla nasil basa gikacaklari
temel bir soru; zira kiresellesme ivme
kaybetse bile diinya birbirine bagli
kalacak. Latin Amerika ve Karayipler
buna istisna olmayacak. Ancak denebilir
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ki, uluslararasi sistem her derin yeniden
yapilanmaya girdiginde, bolgeyi
olusturan llkeler cogu kez degisimi
yalnizca seyretmekte, kendilerini sartlara
olabildigince uydurmakta ve yeni giig
geometrilerinde isgal etmek istedikleri
yeri kararlilikla segmekte nadiren basarili
olabilmektedir.

Bununla birlikte, Amerika Birlesik
Devletleriile Cin arasindaki ve ticari,
teknolojik, diplomatik ve askerf alanlarda
kendini gostererek tirmanan rekabet,
bolgeyi yeni bir kavsaga getirmistir.

Zira her iki gli¢ de bugtin icin hayati rol
oynamaktadr. ilki (ABD), ayni kitanin
parcasidir; ortak deger ve geleneklere
sahiptir; genis bir gtivenlik sagdlayicidir




ve Latin Amerika ile Karayipler'de derin
bir ekonomik ayak izine sahiptir. ikincisi
(Cin) ise hammadde ithalati ve gercek
altyapi ihtiyaclarini karsilamaya doniik
sermaye sunumu yoluyla énemli bir
aktor haline gelmistir.

Niianslarin Bolgesi:
Cesitli Hizalanmalar ve
Kritik Ortakliklar

Latin Amerika ve Karayipler bir

monolit blok degildir —cografi ve
kdlturel bir alandir— bu da bilesen
llkelerin Washington ve Pekin’e farkl
derecelerde baglilik ve maruziyete
sahip oldugu anlamina gelir. Meksika
ve Orta Amerika genellikle birincil
ticaret ortadi olarak ABD’yi gosterirken,
Giiney Amerika'da (belirgin istisna
Kolombiya) bu rol Cin'e aittir; dogrudan
yabanci yatirim s6z konusu oldugunda
tablo daha cesitlidir. AskerT iligkilere
gelince, Kiiba, Nikaragua ve Venezuela
istisna olmak lizere neredeyse tim
llkeler ABD kuvvetleriyle bir tir yillik
tatbikata katilir ya da onlarla aktif is
birligi yapar. Son olarak, Rusya-Ukrayna
savasl, Orta Dogudaki catismalar veya
Venezuela krizi gibi ayristirici uluslararasi
meselelerde yerel tutumlar, biyik
glglerin diktesine uymamaktadir. Hatta
bolgede, Guatemala, Haiti ve Paraguay
gibi Tayvan’la tam diplomatik iligkiyi
strdiren dlkeler dahi mevcuttur.

Bu argiimani somutlastirmak igin

bazi vakalara bakabiliriz. Bolgesel dev
Brezilya, baslangigta Rusya, Hindistan,
Gin ve Giiney Afrika ile kurdugu

yapinin genislemis bigimi olan BRICS+
icinde kendini rahat hissetmektedir.
Devlet Baskani Lula da Silva, muglak
“Kiresel Gliney” kavraminin bayraktari
konumuna gelmistir. Meksika, ABD ile
iligkilerin srdiridlmesine odaklanmistir;
zira bu tlkeyle 6nemli bir ticaret fazlasi
vardir ve Meksika, uyusturucu kagakgiligi
ve gogln kaynagi olarak gorilmektedir
— ki bunlar Trump yonetimi igin birinci
onceliktir. Arjantin, liberteryen Javier
Milei doneminde Washington’un tercih
ettigi ortak haline gelmistir. ABD, “sok”
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LATIN AMERICA AT

A GEOPOLITICAL
CROSSROADS: FROM
PASSIVE ACCEPTANCE

T0 RISK MANAGEMENT

There is no consensus on how to describe
or understand the era we are currently
experiencing. Some draw parallels with
the dangerous 1930s; others focus on

the strategic competition between major
powers, and some resort to intriguing
acronyms to describe what is considered
the “new normal” of the international
system, such as the so-called “BANI
world” (Brittle, Anxious, Non-linear,
Incomprehensible). All these explanatory
attempts should lead us to accept that
we are in a moment of transition: moving
from the global order built after the
Second World War towards an unknown
destination, but for which we already

have some indications. All signs point to
a diminishing adherence to international
rules and to a greater priority being
given to national interests through
unilateral measures, ranging from the
use of force to the erection of economic
barriers.

In this rapidly evolving scenario, the roles
of different regions and how they will
cope with it are significant questions, as
the world will remain interconnected
even if globalisation loses momentum.
Latin America and the Caribbean will be
no exception. Howeuver, it can be argued
that whenever a profound reorganisation
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politikalarinin siirmesi igin Arjantin
ekonomisinin kurtarilmasina destek
taahhiit etmistir. Venezuela, farkl

bir hikayedir. iktidardaki diktatorlik
Pekin, Moskova ve Tahran'dan

destek almaktadir. Son olarak $ili,
ekonomisi Asya pazarlariyla derinden
i¢ ice olmakla birlikte silahli kuvvetleri
ABD muadilleriyle ortak calisabilir
durumdadir ve Moskova’nin Ukrayna
isgaline en elestirel seslerden biridir.

Tekil Bir Yamitin Yoklugu
ve “Finlandiyalasma”

Yukaridakilerin 1s1§inda, Hint-Pasifik
cografyasinda tirmanan gerilimlere ne
bugiin ne de gelecekte ya bir tarafla
hizalanma ya da ikincil hasari 6nlemek
icin mesafe koyma anlaminda tekil

bir Latin Amerika yaniti olmayacagi
agiktir. Bunun yerine, ulusal gikarlarin,
onlart koruma gergekgi olasiligi

ile harmanlandig coklukta yanit
gormekteyiz.

Anahtar, ABD ve Cin’in bolgede hangi
gikarlari oldugunu anlamakta yatiyor;
zira beklentileri giderek netlesiyor.
Washington igin, Bati Yarimkire’nin
kendi pozisyonuna hizalanmis olmasi
arzu edilir gorinmektedir ve bir
sonraki Ulusal Givenlik Stratejisi'nin
bolgeyi oncelikli etki alani ilan etmesi
beklenmektedir. Bu yaklasim, stratejik
men politikalarinin uygulanmasini ve
Amerika kitalari genelinde butunlesik
caydiricilik yaratilmasini ongordr.
Pekin ise, genis bir diplomatik destek
beklemekten ziyade, bolgenin
“Finlandiyalagsmasi”na razi olabilir.
Yani Latin Amerika tlkelerinin, ulusal
egemenligi gerekce gostererek catismaci
bir tutumdan kaginmalari s6z konusu
olabilir,

Akilli tlkeler, her iki gug igin de bir
okyanuslar arasi bogazin kontroli; yesil
dontsum ve savunma igin gerekli kritik
minerallerin mevcudiyeti; genis tarim
arazileri; uzay gozlemi ve Antarktika'ya
erisim i¢in elverisli konumlar gibi ilgi
cekici kaynaklarini nasil kaldirag etkisiyle
kullanacaklarini simdiden distnmelidir.
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Brezilya Devlet Bagkani Lula da Silva, muglak “Kiiresel Giiney"” kavraminin bayraktari konumuna gelmistir.

President of Brasil, Lula da Silva, has become a standard-bearer for the ambiguous concept of the “Global South”

Bununla birlikte, Latin Amerika son

on yillarda piyasa cesitlendirmesi
pesinden gitmis olsa da tarih, dederler
ve kurumsal tasarimi nedeniyle bir

“ug Batr” pargasi olduguna ve olmaya
devam edecegini goz ardi etmeden, bu
ikili ABD-Cin odagini asan yanitlar da
formiile edebilir. Belirli konularda kiiresel
etki Uretebilecek orta gliclerle ortakliklar
arayisl ilgingtir ve halihazirda canlilik
emareleri gostermektedir.

Basarili bir ornek, Kapsamli ve Asamali
Trans-Pasifik Ortaklik Anlagmasi
(Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership
- CPTPP)dir. Japonya ve Sili'nin israriyla,
ABD’nin 2016 se¢im dongusinde
projeden gekilmesine ragmen bu serbest
ticaret alani kurulmustur. IBSA gibi
diplomatik forumlar da sekillenmistir;
bu platform Hindistan, Brezilya ve
Giney Afrika’yr —iig kitanin blyuk
demokrasileri ve ekonomilerini, benzer
kalkinma zorluklariyla— bir araya getirir.
Son olarak MIKTA; Meksika, Endonezya,
Gliney Kore, Tirkiye ve Avustralya’yi
iceren gayri resmi bir diyalog ve is birligi
grubudur.

Yeni Gerceklikler, Yeni
Firsatlar

Gorildugu tzere, tim bu diyalog
platformlari ticaret, kalkinma is birligi

ve kiiresel yonetisimle baglantili alanlari
kapsar. Ancak, gtivenligin yine uluslar
icin temel degisken haline geldigi,
giderek belirsiz ve dalgali bir diinyada
Latin Amerika Ulkeleri, ABD (yarikiiresel
ortak) ve Avrupa llkelerinin (tarihsel
ortaklar) 6tesine gecen geleneksel
olmayan askerf iligkileri de kesfetmeye
baslamistir,

Ornegin Cin, bolgeyle angajmani
derinlestirmek igin on yillik kasitl bir
¢aba baslatmis; buna Washington’i
dislayan Yiksek Dizeyli Savunma
Forumu da dahildir. Bu inisiyatif, glivenlik
is birligini tesvik edecek beyaz kitaplar
ve yol haritalan uretilmesine yol agmistir
CSIS’in (The Center for Strategic

and International Studies / Stratejik

ve Uluslararasi Calismalar Merkezi)
bildirdigine gore, 2022-2025 arasinda
Pekin 19 lilkeyle 119 askerf temas
yuritmistir. Asker? ekipman satislarini
tesvik cabalari sinirl basari saglamis;
dikkat cekici istisna Venezuela olup zirhli
personel tasiyicilari, egitim jetleri ve
gemisavar flizeler satin almistir.

Dogal olarak, stratejik rekabet
baglaminda, ABD makamlari bu
manevralari defalarca elestirmis;
limanlar veya uydu izleme istasyonlari
gibi cifte kullanimli (sivil-askerf)
altyapilarin Latin Amerika ve
Karayipler'de olusturdugu tehlikeye
dikkat cekmistir.
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of the international system has occurred,
the Nations comprising the region have
tended to merely obseruve the changes,
accommodate themseluves as best they
can, and seldom manage to decisively
choose the place they wish to occupy in
the new power geometries that are being
articulated.

Nevertheless, the escalating rivalry
between the United States and China,
manifesting across commercial,
technological, diplomatic, and military
fields, has placed the region at a new
crossroads. This is because both powers
currently play an essential role. While
the former is part of the same continent,
shares common values and traditions,

is a broad security prouvider, and has a
deep economic footprint in Latin America
and the Caribbean, the latter has become
a significant player by importing raw
materials and offering capital to cover
genuine infrastructure development
needs.

A Region of Nuances:
Varied Alignments and
Critical Partnerships

“Latin America and the Caribbean” is
not a monolithic bloc —it is merely a
geographical and cultural area, meaning
its constituent nations have varying
degrees of connection and exposure to
Washington and Beijing. While Mexico
and Central America typically cite the
United States as their primary trading
partner, in South America (with the
notable exception of Colombia), that role
belongs to China. Howeuer, the picture
is more diverse regarding foreign direct
investment. When it comes to military
relations, nearly all countries, Cuba,
Nicaragua, and Venezuela being the
exceptions, participate in some form

of annual exercise with U.S. forces or
actively cooperate with them. Finally,
on divisive international issues such

as the Russia-Ukraine war, conflicts

in the Middle East, or the Venezuelan
crisis, local stances do not adhere to the
dictates of the great powers. Even some

nations that still maintain full diplomatic
relations with Taiwan can be found in
the region, such as Guatemala, Haiti and
Paraguay.

To go further on this argument, we can
examine a few cases. Brazil, the regional
giant, seems to have found a comfortable
place within the expanded BRICS+

bloc, which it originally formed with
Russia, India, China, and South Africa.

Its president, Lula da Silua, has become
a standard-bearer for the ambiguous
concept of the “Global South” Then
there is Mexico, almost entirely focused
on managing its relationship with the
United States, given its significant trade
surplus with that country and the fact
that it is a source of drug trafficking

and migration —top priorities for the
Trump administration. Argentina, under
the libertarian Javier Milei, is now
Washington’s preferred partner, with the
U.S. even committing to help rescue its
economy to ensure the continuation of its
“shock” policies. Venezuela is a different
story, with its governing dictatorship
receiving backing from Beijing, Moscow,
and Tehran. Finally, we can look at Chile,
whose economy is deeply intertwined
with Asian markets, yet whose armed
forces interoperate with their U.S.
counterparts, and whose voice is one of
the most critical of Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine.

The Absence of a
Unilateral Response and
the “Finlandization”

Given all the aboue, it is clear that

there is no, nor will there be, a unified
or single Latin American response to

the escalating tensions in the Indo-
Pacific—in terms of alignment with

one side or of taking distance to avoid
collateral damage. Instead, we are
seeing a multitude of responses that
blend national interests with the realistic
possibility of preserving them.

The key appears to be understanding
what interests the U.S. and China have
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in the region, as their expectations are
becoming relatively straightforward.

For Washington, having the Western
Hemisphere aligned with its position
seems desirable, and it is widely
anticipated that its next National Security
Strategy will designate the region as a
priority area of influence. This strategy
contemplates implementing strategic
denial policies to generate integrated
deterrence across the Americas. Beijing,
on the other hand, rather than expecting
massive diplomatic support, would
likely be content with a form of regional
“Finlandization”—meaning that Latin
American nations avoid adopting a
confrontational stance, citing national
sovereignty as a justification for charting
their own course.

Smart countries should already be
considering how to leverage their
resources of interest for both powers
to play their cards well: could be the
control of an interoceanic strait; the
availability of critical minerals for the
green transition and defence; extensive
agricultural lands; or prime locations
for space obseruvation and access to
Antarctica.

Howeuer, it is also possible to formulate
responses that transcend this binary U.S.-
China focus, without disregarding that
Latin America is — and will remain—an
‘extreme West” due to its history, values,
and institutional design, regardless of
the market diversification it has pursued
in recent decades. The effort to seek
partnerships with middle powers that
could influence specific global issues is an
interesting one and is already showing
signs of life.

A successful example was the signing
of the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership
(CPTPP), driven by the perseverance

of Japan and Chile in creating this free
trade area, despite the U.S. abandoning
the project amid the 2016 election

cycle. Diplomatic forums have also
been established, such as IBSA, which
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Yiikselen Askeri
Ortaklklar: Ge!gneksel
Tedarikcilerin Otesinde

Bugtin iki gelisme bir araya gelerek
geleneksel olmayan askerf ig birligi icin
yeni yollar agiyor: Rusya’nin Ukrayna’y
yasadisl ve sebepsiz isgalinin ardindan
uygulanan ekonomik yaptirimlarin Rus
savunma ihracat sanayisini etkilemesi

ve bazi Latin Amerika Ulkelerinin,
Gazze'deki durum protesto edilerek israil
sirketlerinden alimlari askiya alma kararu.

Peru, en akilli hamlelerden birini
yaparak, yeni deniz platformlari
(denizaltidan firkateyne) icin tedarikgi
olarak Gliney Kore'yi segmistir ve bu
stratejik ortaklik diger kuvvetlere de
yayilabilir. Kolombiya, Kore Savas’'na
(1950-1953) katiimindan miras kalan
tarihsel iligkiyi stirdtrerek Giney
Kore'den malzeme temin etmis; Sili
ise Deniz Piyadelerini ayni tilkeden
taktik araglar ve topgu sistemleri ile
donatmistir.

Sili ayrica Turkiye savunma sanayii ile
benzeri goriilmemis bir yakinlasmaya
oncllik etmektedir. Kara Kuvvetleri
envanterindeki Leopard 2A4 tanklarinin
taret modernizasyonu igin ASELSAN

ile; Donanma’daki iki Karel Doorman
sinifi firkateynin modernizasyonu igin
HAVELSAN ile anlagmalar imzalanmistir.
Bu karar, ABD, Avrupa ve israil kaynakli
tedarike geleneksel bagimliigr dikkate
alindiginda 6nemli bir kirilmadir. Bu
zamana dek Silililer ile Turkler arasindaki
tek kalici askeri temas muhtemelen
Bosna-Hersek’teki EUFOR Althea
misyonu ¢ergevesinde olmustur.

Bu makale yazilirken, Sili’'nin Vifia del
Mar kenti Giiney Pasifik Savunma
Bakanlari Toplantisina ev sahipligi
yapmaktayd.. Avustralya, Fiji, Fransa,
Yeni Zelanda, Papua Yeni Gine ve
Tongadan ust diizey yetkililer, yerel
temsilcilerle birlikte katilmis; bu da
glvenlik konularinda ¢ok sayida yeni
geometrinin mimkin oldugunu
gostermistir.

Bu arada Brezilya, Avrupali ortaklarla
savas gemileri insa ediyor ve yakinda
ucak programlarina baslayacak.

Ayrica savunma sanayisini Hindistan’a
yaklastirmaya caligsiyor. Embraer
Defence & Security ile Mahindra Group
arasindaki ortaklik, C-390 Millennium’u
Hindistan Hava Kuvvetleri’nin orta sinif
nakliye ucagi programina ¢ozim olarak
tanitmay1 amacliyor.

Her ne kadar yeni ve ikinci el ABD
techizati bolgesel pazara hakim olmaya
devam etse, onu Avrupali Ureticiler izlese
de, Latin Amerika Ulkelerinin giderek
yeni tedarikciler arayisinda olduguna
dair isaretler birikiyor. Bu egilim ya daha
duslk maliyetle yeni teknolojilere erisme
arzusundan ya da ¢atisma anlarinda
lojistik zincir kesintisi olasiligini azaltma
isteginden besleniyor.

Sonug¢

Glg merkezlerine nispi uzakligi ve
dolayisiyla biytik gerilimlerin merkez
Uslerine uzakta olusuna ragmen, Latin
Amerika ve Karayipler lkeleri jeopolitik
bir kavsakta bulunuyor. Zira buytik
gugler artik uluslararasi normlara

daha az baglilik sergiliyor ve tek tarafli
onlemlere daha fazla ragbet ediyor.

Bolge 670 milyon niifusa sahip; diinyanin
kritik minerallerinin %25’ini, gidasinin
%14’(inl sagliyor ve kiiresel petrol
rezervlerinin %20’sine sahip; buna karsin
kolektif ajans kapasitesi ihmal edilebilir
diizeyde. Bu nedenle, riskleri azaltmak
ve acgilan yeni senaryolarda avantajli
konum almak lizere bazi tlkelerin aldig
bireysel kararlara odaklanmak akillicadir.
Tarih gostermistir ki kiiresel ¢catismalar
er ya da geg Latin Amerika kiyilarina
ulasacaktir.

ikinci Dlnya Savasrni hatirlayalim:
Miittefikler, Latin Amerika'dan Mihver’e
giden tedarik zincirlerinin kesilmesini
talep etti. Yerel gugler, Panama Kanall,
Macellan Bogazi ve “demokrasinin
cephaneligi’ni besleyen kritik tiretim
merkezleri cevresinde gozetimi

artirmaya ¢agrild..

Sonrasinda Soguk Savas'ta bolge, ABD
ile Sovyetler arasindaki gerilimlerin
ikincil sahnesi oldu; 1962 Kiiba Flize Krizi
ile doruga cikti; ancak ayni zamanda

i¢ savaslar, darbeler ve suikastlarin
gercevesini olusturdu.

Son otuz yilin stratejik molasinin sonu
—Cin'de Xi Jinping’in 2013’te iktidara
gelisi, ertesi yil Rusya’nin Kirim’i

ilhaki ve 2017’den itibaren Trump’in
izolasyonculugu— Latin Amerika ve
Karayipleri siyaseten parcali, kalkinma
seyrinden sapmis ve suglulukla tahrip
edilmis halde yakaladi. Ustiine COVID-19
bircok devletin kirilganligini daha da
artirdl.

Bununla birlikte Meksika, Brezilya, Peru
ve Sili gibi lkeler, bir stiredir diplomatik,
ticari ve askerf iligkilerini gesitlendirmeye
basladilar. Bu, daha ¢ok kutuplu bir
dinyaya verilen bir yanit oldugu kadar,
ABD-Cin rekabetine maruziyetten
dodan riskleri azaltmanin da bir yoludur.

Turkiye gibi yikselen glgler icin, Latin
Amerika ve Karayiplere yonelik tim
bolgeyi kapsayan genis bir yaklagim
denemektense, sinirli bir tlke grubuna
odakli bir strateji gelistirmek daha
verimli gorinmektedir. Bu sayede
Turk diplomatlar daha buylk varlik
icin 6zel nisleri teshis edebilir. MIKTA
eliyle aciklanabilen paylasilan kiresel
yonetisim meseleleri, mimkiin
diplomatik angajmanin temelini
aciklamaktadir. Dahasl, bolge Turkiye
ekonomisinin ihtiyac duydugu kritik
mineralleri saglayabildiginden (bu da
daha genis ticaret anlagsmalarina zemin
hazirlayabilir), Turk savunma sanayii,
techizat eskimesi sorunuyla yuzlesen
Latin Amerika silahli kuvvetlerinin
modernizasyonuna tam kapasite katki
verebilir

Bu kritik donemeg, Latin Amerika ve
Karayip Ulkelerinden yeni bir yaklasim
talep ediyor. Bélgenin yalnizca kiiresel
gug kaymalarina tepki verdigi pasif
kabullenme ¢agy, en kararli ve yaratici
aktorlerin aktif 6znelik cagina yerini
birakmalidir. Buradaki mesele bir hami
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CCOMPREHENSIVE & PROGRESSIVE AGREEMENT
FOR TRANS-PACIFIC PARTNERSHIP
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Kapsamli ve Asamali Trans-Pasifik Ortaklik Anlasmasi CPTPP),
8 Mart 2018 tarihinde $ili'nin Santiago kentinde imzalandi.

The Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) was signed on 8 March 2018 in
Santiago, Chile.

brings together India, Brazil, and South
Africa—the three large democracies and
economies across three continents with
similar development challenges. Finally,
there is MIKTA, an informal dialogue
and cooperation group involuing Mexico,
Indonesia, South Korea, Tiirkiye, and
Australia.

New Realities, New
Opportunities

As is evident, all these dialogue platforms
cover trade, development cooperation,
and global governance. However, in

an increasingly uncertain and volatile
world where security is once again a
fundamental variable for nations, Latin
American countries are also beginning
to explore non-traditional military
relationships that go beyond those with
the U.S. (the hemispheric partner) and
European countries (historical partners).

China, for instance, launched a

deliberate decade-long effort to deepen
engagement with the region, including
the creation of the High-Leuel Defence
Forum, which excludes Washington. This
initiative has led to the development of
white papers and roadmaps to stimulate
security cooperation. The Center for
Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)
reported that between 2022 and 2025,
Beijing engaged in 119 military exchanges
with 19 countries. Efforts to promote sales
of military equipment have had limited
success, with the notable exception of

Venezuela, which acquired armoured
transport vehicles, training jets, and anti-
ship missiles.

Naturally, in the context of strategic
rivalry, U.S. authorities have repeatedly
denounced these manoeuures, while
highlighting the danger posed by
Chinese-built infrastructure in Latin
America and the Caribbean due to its
dual civil-military use, such as ports and
satellite-tracking stations.

Emerging Military
Partnerships: Beyond
Traditional Suppliers

Nowadays, two combined developments
are opening new avenues for non-
traditional military cooperation:
economic sanctions imposed on Russia
after its illegal and unprouvoked invasion
of Ukraine, which affect its defence export
industry, and the decision by some Latin
American countries to suspend purchases
from Israeli companies in protest of the
situation in Gaza.

Peru is making one of the smartest

bets by choosing South Korea as a
provider for new naval vessels—ranging
from submarines to frigates—in a
strategic alliance that may extend to

its other forces. Colombia has also
received materiel from South Korea,

a continuation of their historical
relationship stemming from Colombia’s
participation in the Korean War (1950~
1953), and Chile has equipped its Marine
Corps with tactical vehicles and artillery
pieces from the same country.

Chile is also spearheading an
unprecedented rapprochement with
Tiirkiye’s defence industry, having signed
agreements with Aselsan to modernise
the turrets of the Army’s Leopard 2A4
tanks, and with Havelsan to modernise
two Karel Doorman-class frigates for the
Navy. This decision marks a significant
shift, given the traditional reliance on
U.S., European, and Israeli suppliers. Up
until now, the only persistent military
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connection between Chileans and Turks
was likely within the EUFOR Althea
mission in Bosnia and Herzegouina.

As this article was being written, the
Chilean city of Vifia del Mar was hosting
the South Pacific Defence Ministers’
Meeting, which convened senior
officials from Australia, Fiji, France,

New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, and
Tonga, alongside local representatives—
demonstrating the many new possible
geometries in security matters.

Meanwhile, while Brazil is building
warships and soon-to-be aircraft with
European partners, it has also sought to
bring its defence industry closer to India
through a partnership between Embraer
Defence & Security and the Mahindra
Group to promote the C-390 Millennium
as a solution for the Indian Air Force’s
medium transport aircraft program.

While first- and second-hand U.S.
equipment still dominates the regional
market, followed by European
manufacturers, signs are accumulating
that Latin American countries are
increasingly interested in seeking new
suppliers. This interest is driven either by
the lower costs associated with accessing
new technologies or by the desire to
minimise the probability of logistics chain
interruptions in the event of conflicts.

Conclusion

Despite their relative distance from

the centers of power and, thus, the
epicenters of significant tensions, Latin
American and Caribbean countries find
themselves at a geopolitical crossroads.
This is because major powers are now
exhibiting both a reduced adherence

to international norms and a greater
predilection for unilateral measures.

While the region has a population of
670 million, supplies 25% of the world’s
critical minerals and 14% of its food,
and holds 20% of global oil reserues, its
collective agency capacity is negligible.
Therefore, it is advisable to focus on the
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Sili, Kara Kuvvetleri
envanterindeki Leopard
2A4 tanklarinin taret
modernizasyonu igin
ASELSAN ile sozlesme
imzalad.

Chile signed agreement with
ASELSAN to modernise the
turrets of the Army’s Leopard
2A4 tanks.

se¢cmek degil; kendi kaderine hakim
olmaktir. Bolge, kritik minerallerinden
genis gida arzina, benzersiz cografi
konumlarina kadar nispi stratejik
dederini taniyarak, bazi tilkeler icin

riski firsata cevirmeyi mimkin kilabilir.
Gelecek, yeni gug geometrilerini yalnizca
seyredenlere degil, bu geometriler
icinde kendi koordinatlarini bilingle
gizenlere ait olacaktir Orta guglerle

(6r. Avustralya, Japonya, Gliney Kore

ve Tirkiye) bazi alanlarda gelistirilen
ortakliklarin da gosterdigi gibi akilli
cesitlendirme ve ulusal ¢ikarlarin kararli
savunusu sayesinde, bazi Latin Amerika
ve Karayip tlkeleri bu belirsiz diinyada
yol alacak ve dniimuzdeki ¢calkantili on
yillarda refahlarini giivence altina alacak
donanima kavusabilecektir. Riskleri
yonetme ve hatta bazi alanlarda Gstin
gelme zamani gelmistir.

individual decisions that certain countries
are making to mitigate risks and position
themselves advantageously in the new
scenarios emerging. History shows that
global conflicts eventually reach Latin
American shores.

Recalling World War 1, the Allies
demanded the cutting of supply chains
from Latin America to the Axis powers.
Local forces were called upon to increase
suruveillance over the Panama Canal,

the Strait of Magellan, and around key
production centers vital to fueling the
“arsenal of democracy.”

Later, during the Cold War, the region
served as a subsidiary theatre for
tensions between the United States and
the Soviet Union, culminating in the 1962
Cuban Missile Crisis, but also framing civil
wars, coups détat, and assassinations.

The end of the strategic pause of the
last 30 years—signalled by Xi Jinping’s
rise to power in China in 2013, Russia’s
annexation of Crimea the following year,
and Trump’s isolationist turn starting

in 2017—found Latin America and

the Caribbean politically fragmented,
diverted from its path to development,
and ravaged by criminality. To make
matters worse, the COVID-19 pandemic
only exacerbated the fragility of several
states.

Howeuer, countries such as Mexico,
Brazil, Peru, and Chile, to name a feuw,
began diversifying their diplomatic,
commercial, and military relations some
time ago. This was a choice made in

response to a more multipolar world, but
also a way to reduce the risk associated
with their exposure to the growing U.S.-
China rivalry.

For emerging powers like Tlirkiye,
developing a focused strategy toward

a limited group of countries seems

more efficient than trying to establish

a whole regional approach towards
Latin America and the Caribbean,
allowing Ankara diplomats to identify
specific niches for greater presence.
Shared global governance issues explain
the feasibility of MIKTA’s diplomatic
commitments. Furthermore, as the
region can supply the critical minerals
needed by the booming Turkish economy
(which could lead to broader trade
agreements), Tlirkiye’s defence industry
has the potential to help modernise
Latin American armed forces against
equipment obsolescence.

This pivotal moment demands a new
approach from Latin American and
Caribbean countries. The era of passive
acceptance — where the region merely
reacted to global power shifts — must
give way to one of active agency by

the most resolute and creative. This

isn’t about choosing a patron; it’s

about mastering one’s own destiny. By
recognising its relative strategic value—
from its critical minerals and vast food
supplies to its unique geography—some
nations in the region are even positioned
to transform risk into opportunity.

The future belongs to those who do

not simply obseruve the new power
geometries but deliberately chart their
own coordinates within them. Through
smart diversification of partnerships (as
shown by collaborations with middle
powers like Australia, Japan, South
Korea and Tiirkiye in some fields) and
the resolue to defend national interests,
some Latin American and Caribbean
nations can step forward, ready to
navigate this uncertain world and ensure
their prosperity in the turbulent decades
ahead. The time to manage risk—and
ultimately to preuvail in some areas—has
come.
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